
ST MARY’S PARISH BULLETINREADERS & EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
This weekend (2nd / 3rd July):
5pm Readers: D Anderson,  J Moynagh

E. Ministers: P Shanks,  R McConnell,  M Hughes
9am Reader:  N Harvey E. Minister:  Sr Margaret
10.30am Readers: A Scott,  G Lamarra

E. Ministers: M Keenan,  M Renton,  B Farrell,  K McCrossan

Next weekend (9th / 10th July):
5pm Readers: G Abernethey,  D Anderson

E. Ministers: P Stewart,  A Elder,  J Moynagh
9am Reader:  T Mullen E. Minister:  Sr Margaret
10.30am Readers: E McCardie,  B Farrell

E. Ministers: J Lamarra,  A Haetzman,  A Scott,  J Nicolson

PETER’S PENCE COLLECTION  The annual special “Peter’s Pence” collection
will be taken up after Communion at all Masses this weekend.

CONGRATULATIONS AND WELCOME to Hari Ron Williams who will be
baptised during the 10.30 Mass, and John Stanley Gough who will be baptised after the
10.30 Mass this Sunday.  Please pray for them, their parents and their godparents.

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR...
Died Recently: Ann Nolan (Highburgh Ave, Lanark), Funeral: Reception on Monday

at 7pm and Requiem Mass on Tuesday at 9.30am
Mary Murray (Galway),  Liz McGuinness,  Tommy Robertson
(Bathgate),  Joseph Boyle (Glasgow),  George Forgie (Lanark),  Liz
McKenna (Glenboig)

Anniversary: Mary Murray,  John Kearns,  William Kennedy

CHURCH INCOME
Collections:
Sunday 26th June Offertory collection: £1,538

(of which £400 is lodged in St Mary’s Renovation Account)
Wednesday 29th June Offertory collection: £230

300 Club
Week 27 (3rd July): £100: No 278  Kathleen Bryce, 157 Riverside Road 14th Sunday of the Year (A)

Masses & Services this week:                       3rd - 9th July 2011

Sunday 3rd

Monday 4th

Tuesday 5th

Wednesday 6th

Thursday 7th

Friday 8th

Saturday 9th

Sunday 10th

Mass:  Convent:  9.30am

Mass:  Convent:  9.30am

Mass:  Convent:  9.30am

Mass:  Convent:  9.30am

Mass:  Convent:  9.30am

Convent: 9am   Church: 10.30am

EVENINGMORNINGDAY
Convent: 9am   Church: 10.30am

Vigil Mass:  Church: 5pm

Tel: 01555 662234                                              Fax: 01555 665615
Mobile:  07802 265 085

Fr Joseph Brannigan, 70 Bannatyne Street, Lanark, ML11 7JS
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Today’s Gospel Message...

“I bless you, Father, Lord of heaven and of earth,
for hiding these things from the learned and the clever

and revealing them to mere children.”

First Reading:  Zecharaiah 9: 9-10
The prophet foresees the peace that the humility and power of the Messiah will bring.

Gospel:  Matthew 11: 25-30
Jesus praises the Father for his loving revelation of the blessed Trinity, revealed to
those who are humble enough to accept this saving truth.

Illustration
Childhood is, of course, a vital and complicated time.  It can also be a time
of contradiction.  Children can be very kind, but they can also be very cruel.
They can be very generous, but they can also be very selfish and greedy.
Friendships started in childhood may fade away, or they can last for a whole
lifetime.

There are, we might say, two aspects to being a child.  One we might call
being childish.  The other we might call being childlike.  The first we hope to
grow out of, the second we hope will flourish into a mature and authentic
way of adulthood, especially in our relationship with God.  In her spiritual
autobiography St Thérèse of Lisieux recalled the more childish aspects of her
character: tears and tantrums, self-will, wanting her own way.  Once, when
presented with a basket of toys and asked to choose, she cried, "I choose it
all!"

Sadly, our society seems to want to keep us in our childish ways.  It promises
instant gratification, rights without obligations, and makes an idol out of being
a permanent adolescent.  It is this sort of childishness that St Paul talks about
when he says, “When I was a child, I used to talk like a child, and think like
a child, and argue like a child, but now I am a man, all childish ways are put
behind me.”

Being childlike is different, and refers to the positive side of childhood where
we learn to trust, to love, to make friends and to ask big questions.  When
playing with her brother Rodrigo when they were children, Teresa of Avila
used to wonder what God was like, and what eternity would be like.  It is of
this childlikeness that Jesus says, “I tell you solemnly, unless you change and
become like little children you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

Gospel Teaching
It is exactly this childlike quality, and also the
gift of friendship, that Jesus is referring to
in the Gospel reading.  We are privileged to
hear this prayer of Christ to the Father.
During the prayer we even get a mention.
We, and the whole Church, are the ones to
whom the saving truth of the Trinity has been revealed.  This is because
Christ has made us his friends. Elsewhere Jesus says, “I call you friends,
because I have made known to you everything I have learnt from my
Father.”  By the gift of the Spirit we are given the childlike attitude of trust
and acceptance needed in order for us to be transformed by Christ's teaching.
The love of the Father, Son and Spirit is opened up to us and we are invited
to take part in it, to become part of it.

A key word in Jesus’ prayer is ‘learn’.  He asks us to cooperate in being
taught by him.  This works at several levels.  We are asked to listen and
hear the teaching that Christ gives us; his teaching about the Father and the
Spirit, his teaching about himself, his teaching about the sacraments,
resurrection and eternal life.  By this learning our minds are made holy.

We are also called to learn how to put these teachings into practice. St Paul
talks about living in the Spirit, about the Holy Spirit dwelling within us.

Application
Jesus invites us to put his ‘yoke’ on our shoulders.  Normally being yoked
may not seem an attractive option: it implies forced labour and servitude.  But
Christ's yoke is light because the gift of the Spirit moves us to enjoy carrying
out the will of God, even though at times we fail.

“My yoke is easy and my burden light,” Christ says to us.  His
commandments are not complicated and burdensome: Jesus asks us simply
to love God, and to love our neighbour as ourselves.  In doing this, we are
following him, we are loving as Christ has loved us; and we can know that,
as we do so, he himself will help us to shoulder the yoke.  Compared to the
complicated and constant requirements of the old law, Christ’s yoke is very
light.

As St Thomas Aquinas put it, the commandments of the new law are fewer
and easier to carry out than those of the old!  By his incarnation Christ
teaches us all these things and allows us to begin, even in this life, to enjoy
friendship with God which will blossom completely in eternity.


